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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


yy! affectlonated Reader. It is (as thou knoweſt) a divine 
precept, that we ſhould ius Honour to whom honour is due: 
Implying therein, that no honour is due either to Perſös or things, 
but in a lawfall and right way. Aud hence it is that many of Gods 
deare Servants both haue and ſtill doe, refuſe to yeeld any Reucr- 
ence, Honoc t, Service, d& c. vnto-Archbiſh»ps H ſhopt: and the ir 
dependent Offices; I lay, as they are Egclefjaſticall pe ſans & doe 
adminiſter in their Spiriruall Comrrs as they terme them : in regard 
they have aſſumed ſuch a State as is to ſpeake properly and truely 
of it, neither /«re N. vino nar jure Hamano, warrented by the word 
of God. But of this L ſhall not need to ſay any more, in regard thou 
ſhalt find what here I ſay cleared & proved ſufficiently: v. that their 
calling is not fr God either in a divine or hnmane reſpett but aecord- 
ing to the ſcripturs after mentioned: altogether &. every way from 
the De vill. And therfore lack unto it — thou art, that thou 
(like Mordecay) bow not the knee to any of theſe Am aliłt, but on 
the contrarie Feare God and ho nour the Xing, and give xevetence 
Only to ſuch ordinanees as God binds thy Conſcience too, either in 
reſpe& of nature or grace, and foe doeing thou ſhalt Give vnto 
Ceſar the things that. are Cefars, And give vnto God, thoſe things that 
are Gods, And that thou mayſt ſo doe, the Lord ſanctſſie both this 
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A ear, þ ſhevving , that in the nevy Teſtament,ss 
ſer forth three Kingly States or Governments, 

that is, the (ivill State the true Ecclefi 

aſlicall- State A, andihe falſe Ercii- 


| | 4#ticall State. . 


ere are in the new Teftement of Chriſt leſus three 
A Kinglie States or Governmeuts. The Civill State. 
1 rhe true Ercleſiaſtieall Stare; And the falſe Eccleſi- 
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 afticall State. Two of the m are of God. and tbechird 
is of the Divill. They all conſiſt of theſe Seven par. 
Iv ticulars following. * 
In the Firft, place theſe three pollitique Regiments bath each of 
thema King or Headover them, 
Secondly , They haue eachof them authotitie power or ſtate 
llitique. nsr 
Thidly,They haue books and Charters,wherein their ſtatutes, 
Lawes,and Cannens are writen, | | 
Fourthly,Each of theſe make themſelves Citties Corporations or 
bodies politique, 5 | 
Fiftly, They haue Officers and deputies who are their ſeuerall 
Minifters to and in there bodies or Corporations. - 

Sixtly, They have Lawes, ordinances, and adminiſtrations for theſe 
officers to adminiſter to their ſubjects, according to there ſeverall 
functions in the name and by the power of their proper King, asd 
head; from whom they baue received their authoriiy & io whoſe 
name they adtniniſter. 855 55 
© *Seyenlie, and lafilie, they haue ſubjects or members governed 

4: A 2 by and 


by and in their, ſeuerall pollirique n and Powers vnder their 

ſeverall beads, - „ $1. 
Tie Firſt particular Handled. ; | 

T heſe haue each of them a King ot Head over them, 


The Civill Stare. 

The Firſt is the State bf Magiſtracię or civitl 8: cht here 
in Ce ſſat is to haut bis due as Fi vg "ah Lhead, theſe ings & heads 
are to be ptayed for ot all 'Gods people, as theit Heats and On 
nours . 13. 1.2 1. Tim. 2.2. 


Theerne Exclifoſticalls Sure: | 
This Rate is Chriſts the — ed Pa, 2.6. eAtts.2,26,whome 
God the Father hath ſerupoi e Davi 7 9. 6. 7. and 
he is King of Saints Rev. 1 — 3. 9 the King of ings &c Lord of 
Lords. Rey. 17.14 & 19, 16. 


Tus Falſe Ecelgigticall State. 
The third is ebe beliſh ſtate of tac Beaſt, his Kingdome or ftate 


of. Rome, which in the 13. Rey. 52. is laid to haue his power from 


the Devillzalſo he is ſaid to hade a Throne: therefore hee is a Ki ing 
u. c. e ĩs called the King of the Licufts which is there ſaid to bee 
the Angell of the bottomleſſe pit. v. ii. 

Secovdly, heſe haue each of the a K ingly tate or power palltique 


The Civill State, 

This power or Civill Rate is of God, and is the Character of 
Gods ſoveraigntie over manʒ is diſplaid by bis Comtmunicating the 
fame unto Kings & luch as are in authority under them, for which 
cauſe hee hath ſaid yee are Gods, and God muſt and is obeyed by 
Novping and fubmirting to this power and ſtate, and he that reſiſt- 
eth this power reſiſteth the ordinariceof God Rm. 13. e. 


The true Ecclt efiafticall State. 
; . Likewiſe this ſtate is of God', tor it is the Kingdome of his 
deare Sonne, & is not the Ciyill late but the Ecclefiaſtical Nate of 
Chrift his Church, or power which he received of bis Father Mat 
28.13,aftert bar he wh ain from the dead, by which power be au- 
thoriſed his Apoſtles & {ett tbe on his errand or meffage to al the 
world, M1,28.which power the Apoſties yſed in planting _— 
an 
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and Church Officers,whichpowmer Chriſt gives to all the Churches 
of the Saints ta the end of the world, it is the power given to them 


to blad and looſe too, and from the De vill and to rigbt each others 


wrongs t At. 18, ir is tbe ſame power and ſtate the Churches 
had cõmitted to them by the Apoftles who teproved the Churches 
For not uſing it to fuppre ſſe ſinne and ſinne rs 1 Cor. 5. with tbe 
ſeuen Thurches in Aſia, Exv.a. 3. c. theſe and many more are the 
fe vetall vſts the Lord hath made of this true Evctehafticall ot 
Church ſtate, and Govermeut. | EM | 
Due Falſe Ecelgiaſticall State. 

This Angell of the Bottemleſle pu Kr, . i. ibe King of the Lo- 
cuſts bach a ſtate, throne, power, and great authority, Rev. 13. 2. &in 
the ſame Chapter it is ſaid, he * n to contioue 32 moneths, 
v. j. that is 126, dayes 48 c. 2. &. cout ing each day for a yeare (as 
the Lord doth in numbers 4. 34. aud EAD. g. b, )it is 1260. yeares 
that is the length or time of his Raĩgne, that one and the ſame time 
which 'Chriſts Kingdome vuder che name of the holie City [halbe 
trod under foot Rev. n.2. Likewiſe chat ĩs that power or ſlatę that 
the woman or great whore ſits or rids #ppon: whereby Thee is able 
to Raigne Rev. J3. IG. & c. 17, 'as tene over the Kings of the 
earth. And Laſtly, this ſtate is ſoe great that it C uptiuatet all Kings 
Princes & Empero ars yea all tie world of yngodly men Rev, 1 — 
— followes , and worſhips this ftare, or beaſt, and if they 
will not he ha lueh power and autboxity that hee will rompeil 
bigh and low, rich and poore, bond and free,to ſdbmit unto him, & 
to killall thoſe that are found refr actoty to his ſtate and power, 
Rev. 13: 15. 16. 17. This is the Falle Eccleſiaſticall ſtate and 

. „„ ednll 
. T birdly, theſe haue vnc oftbhem bookes and Chartors 
to declare their minds to their Subjects. 
Fh Civil State. "he 

Thirdly,all Xings & governours haue Bookes, ſtatutes, and Re- 
cords, herein are recorded their Lawes Articles, Akts of Parlia- 
ment, like wiſe to Citties and tones Corporared they give Char- 
tors whereby they haue power and preuihidge from bei Ning, & 
head, in his name and power to idoftate tuemltlyes into divers pre- 
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6 
viledges for their mutual! good. ? 0 
The true EccleſaFtiral Stats, | 
Even ſoe in the oext place Ghrift Feſus hath given his lawes vnto 
Iacob & bis ſtatutes to Iſraell, his ftarute Books are the Holie Scrip- 
ture of the Old and New Teſtament, he is faithfull in all bis bouſe 
as was Moſes Heb. 3. 2. 6. the acts of his laſt Parliament which hee 
called for the eftabliſhing of his Kingdome,wben hee was 40. daies 
with his Diſciples giving themlawes through the Holy Ghof, even 
till hee was taken vp into Heaven in their fight, as weemay lee in 
eAtt.1,chapt, T boſe bookes called the 42s of che Apoſi lis, with- 
all the Epiſtles and the Revelation, in theſe rhe Cities and Charters 
of the new ſeruſalem is to be found with the previled ges thereune 


to belonging. 0 
The Falſe EccleſiaFticall State. 

This ſmoaky pollitique State of che Crowned Locuſts or Roman 
Clergie Rev.9.3 +7, bath diſtinct bookes from the other two ſtatos 
that are of God, for this State or power bath Bookes of Cannons, 
Counlels, bookes of Articles, bookes of Ordination of Prieſts 
and Deacons , with the booke of Homilies, and the Booke of 
Common · prayer, and the power and ſtate of this Beaſt, doth more 
narrowly looke that all be agreeable to theſe bookes then the other 
two ſtates doth (as is manifeſt by that ſt rict eye that is had ouer all 
in every pariſh) not onelie in forraigue Lands, but eveu in this our, 
Kingdome of England, for they of this Kingdome of Darkeneffe are 


| wiſer & more diligent in their generatis the the children of light. 


Fourthly, by vertue of theſe Charters, theſe three ſtates 
make Citties and Corporations,according to their 
proper & diftin& ſtate & power pollitique. 
The (will State. wee. 
Jo the next place the loyall Subjects of this Regiment vnder their 
King & Head, by vertue of theſe Charter become famous Citties, 


'I 


- & other inferior corporatiss agreeable to the tenour of their ſever- 


all Charters that they received ſrom their Head, & whe they recei- 
ved their Charters then & by that means they received the State & 
power to become a Citty or Corperation vnder that Head, & when 
they haue ynited or incorporated themſelvs into a Bodie they are a 
F 7 Citty conſtitute 


Ritured,and this fate & power they are entered into is their for — 


hat they bero i | 18, 
falſe Ecclefiafficalf power & ſtate, there ute made leſſt Cittievcalied 


and being, and nothing elſe doth diftioguiſh them from heir 
fot mer ſtate and condition but that power and ſtate, that is, their 
ſtite wherein they live moue and haue their being pollitiquely. 
The true Eceleſiaſticall Stare. 
In lixe manner the Subjects ot tai neavealie regiment or King 


dome of Cbriſt, by power from him their Head, doe become viſible 


Churches aud bodies incorporated together in his name & power 
Mat. 18, therefore the Church hee left behind him of 120. were 
of one accord Acts r. and to them were vnited or joyned 3000, 
in the next chapt.ſo the inis at Autioch, became a body or Church 


whoſe conſtitution or. incorporation wee may ſee to bee a joyning 


themſelves to the Lord A As. 1. 2. 23. foe all the Churches of the 


Saints became b dies pollitique, and therefore Gods viſible Chur- 
ches are called Citties or the City of God Pa. 46. 4. Pſal. 48. f. 2. 
8. & Pſal. 8 7. 2. 3. Therefore the Saints axe called Cittizens Ep heſ. 
209 · Inhabitants of the Living Gad Hol. ia. 22. This holy Cittie is 
tcoden under foote 42. Moueths &&. I T. 2. the time of the Raigne of 
the Beaſtſ Kc. 13. 5.) whole Raigne is juſt ſo long & this Holy Citty 
is the new eruſalem that comes downe from heaven in great gloi 
Rev. ai the formè or beeing of his divine Citty or ſpirituall Bodie 
is the Rite and power pollitique inſtitured by Chrift an Ben to 
his Saints ue v. Fſal. 3 3. and thus under Chriſt as their K ing 
they live, moue and haue their being pollitiquelie. SF 
The Falſe Eccleſiaſtical Stare, 

So the power of Satan ibe De vil by, bath the wildome of the ſę- 
cond BeaR,or falſe Prophet, aot only made tobimlelfe a great Citty 
whole power killed Chriſt Rev. 11. 8, Tbereb poiming vs lo che 
Roman power that · ſtill kills. his Saints, for this City is loe pow e- 
Full that the Raizns over the Kings of the earth; & maks the m to 
drinke of the cup of her fornications, till tbey be ſo drunke thereby 

ber irrer, Rey, 17. 2.8L 8K 18. 2.7 fd h this 


be Cittles of the nations o·(oation Churches) Nc are of tbelſume na- 
tute Re. 18.9. as Daughters to che whore & Merher of fornie ation 
of the earth, this falſe great Catholique Chur et i Uifiributed into 


nation, 


nations, provinces; and into every dioce ſſe and parrĩſh, is liuely and 

apparent as the Civill fate, is in every parriſhand in every Houſe 
therein, ſoe that they live moue and haue their beeing as Royallie 
1 from this Beaſtlike power as the Saints doe by Chriſt, or ſubjectʒ 

of under their King „ this: is plyive. by the daily troubles the poore 

i — ſuffer in every parriſh if they worſhip not as this power com 

1% mz 3 4 

| Fifily Theſe haue each of them proper and diſtin& officers 

| belonging to each pollitique State. 

Fhe(vill State. | 

| ln the firſt place theſe Cities by vertue of their Chartsrs, injo 

' their owne officers, Af ors, Shirrifes,» Aldermen and other inferi- 

| out Officers as their Lord and Kingbath allotted them, and alſo in- 
feriour corporations according as is granted to them in their Char. 
tor, and they that obey theſe doe well and pleaſe God in kee ping 


Wen | iry,or Cirties, the Falſe Pro- 
In like manner hath this whoriih — — Verf l diviſes 


that as Rea lie as 


r 


wee-Heare and obey the Xing by ftooplng and ſubmitting wh 
Conſtable: who ſees not this. * 71.3) 
+ Theſe haue each of them proper and ſeverall lawes, ſtatutes, 
ordinances,and adminiſtrations for their ſeverall offi- 
cers to attend vpon. 


The (vill State 


Sixtly, Ia this Rate or-jmthele. Cirtjes are the lawes and ordinances 
of men, that thefaints muſt obey in the Lord, for though in the 
time of Chriſt and his Apoitels there were no Chriſuan Kings, yet 
the Churches of the Saints were commanded to obey their Lawes, 
Religious Lawes they could not bee,Becauſe the Magiſtrates were 
all infidells, therefore the Apoſſſe Petir diſtinguſheth them from 
the Divine, by calling them the Ordinances of men, due vnto Ca 
far, as divine obedienceis unto Gd, 
To true Eccleſiaſtegll Stare. 

Even ſo this Cittie of God iti init otfigers are to obſerue what 
ſoe ver Chriſt hath cm manded them Aab. 28. 20. the Church of 
Corinth kept them i Cor. 11. 2 and Puls Charge to Timothy 15 to 
teach the ¶ hurch to ohſerus all without preferin gone before another, as he 
would anſwer it before Chriſt Ieſus and his Elett Angells, Theſe divine 
things are due'to Chriſt leſus, and to him & to him onely, belongs 
this viſible worſbip 10h. 4 27.22.23. 

„ee Eeclefrafticall gare. 

The Lawes & adminiſtratitons uf this horiſkh Churcl,are partly 

their owae layentions „ containęd jn the Bockes formerly na- 
med, with ſome divine — ns on vſyrped they injoy, which 
truthes they, vle as a help to ſet q gloſe vpn their joventions: that 
they may paſſe with a bettet accęptatian. hut hpth Diyine and de- 
vile d are canſectated & dedicated hy tbe Batt, and are adminiſtr- 
ed by his Officers and power. N 

Seauentlhy, All theſe three haue their ſubjects or people 

: which their pollitique Bodies conſiſt of, 
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Laſtly, this State; bath. Subjects, which. axe the · K ings alleiged 
people, and are bound to him their Head, by the Oath. of allgig- 
ence, & as any of them do purchaſe a Charter from him a 
B a Cittie 


T0 
2 Cittie or Corporation, they are bound by vertue of their Char- 
ters to walkeſubmiſſiuely to him their pollitique bead, and in ibat 
rela- ion are by duty bound to keepe the Lawes of their Charters in 
his name & power, which is their pollitique obedience. 

This Ciuill State is Gods Ordinaace , and is here borrowed to 
Jlluftrate, manifeſt, and ſer forth the other two in the former per- 
ticuler, and ſoe we leaue it. | 


[ 
| ; | The true E cclefaſticall State, 

| Se in the laſt place, the Sutj<&s ot this State are only Saints & 

| noe other, that is ſuch as by the Rule of the word are to be Fudged 
one of another to be in Chriſt, otherwiſe they have no right to this 
Kingdome 1 (vr.4.20.Chapt,g.t3.But are intruders Jad. 4. verſe 
id and {oe nut of the Kingdome, though in the X ingdome, 1 Joh 
| 2.19 and the Saints are out of their places till they come within 
this Holy Citty. 

To this State all Gods people are Called, both out of this world 

N and all falſe Churches, elpecially from this Regimeat of darkeneſſe 
#1! there diſcribed 2.Cor.6.17.8 Rev. i8S . 
1 | The Falſe Eccleſiaſtisall State ; 
| 1 Laſtly, the Sublects of this K ingdome of darkenes are all the In- 
F babirans of the Earth, Kings & ſubjects Rev. 13. 16. & (hap.18.3, 
J | Vea it, hatha commanding power, bond and free, to receive a mark 
I of (ubjeQion and lervitude, there is none ſoe bad but will ſerve his 
turne, if any proue too good hee caſts them out, kills and deftroys - 
Rev. 11. 7. | 
11 This is the State and Kingdome of darkenes: with which the 
14 Devill hath deluded all nations from which all Gods people & Ser. 
vants are bound in duty to ſeperate, that ſoe they may bee free from 
that wrath of God vobich ſhall fall upon the Ningdome of the beaſt 
to the Ruine & ouerthrow thereof Rev. 18.4. 5. & 19.20. & 14.9. 
14 0, u. | | 
* Leaving the premiſes let every one note theſe enſuing 
| differences or diſproporcions, that are þetwene the 
41 z Eccleſisfticall States, for thie different natures, 


The true EccheſiaFicall State 
The Fir diſproportion betweene the true and Falſe Sute is, 


11 
in the Originall from whe nee they ariſe, The true State car from 
Heaven and is the houſe of wildomes building 7e. 9. i. wherii the 
ſonne of God, the wiſedome of his Father, Heb. 1. 3. hath beene as 


faitbfull as was «Moſes in the former Heb, 3.2.6. & is that Heaven 


diſcribed Rev. ta.i.and that Citty ſaĩd to come downe from Heaven 
Rev. 2t, and is an habitation for God to dwell in, and for all his 


people to come into: to dwell with God their Saviour, for the name 


of the Citty is, the Lord is there Ezec.laſt Chap. and laſt ver. 


The Falſe Eccleſiaſticall Stare. 
Likewiſe it is no hard Miftery io know the Originall of this Falſe 


Eccle ſiaſtical State, for the Clargie, (as Goodwins ( atologue of Biſhops 


Fox his BeH of martyrs, & Rev. ↄ. & 13 ch.) & by their Preaching & 
writing bath taught vs plainly that Antickgiſt the man of linne, the 
ſonne of perdition is ſeated in Rome, & the ſame Clergy doth alſo 


teach us: that their Miniſtery & Govermests of Biſhops & ArchBb, 


ſucceſſiuely proceedes from thence, & for our confirmation here in 
weread tbat Gregory the firſt of that name, Pope of Rome about x000 


yeares ſince, ſent Auſtin the Monb into England & conſecrated him 
firſt Arch B. of Canterbu:j, and he conſecrated the reſt of the Bb, and 


eſtabliſhed the Eccleſiaſtical ſtate, which ſtate & platforme remaines 
yn-altered:to this day, notwithſtanding the Head thereof be chan- 

d. I bis fate then being the man of ſinne, it is ſaid to ariſe out of 
the Bott omles pitt Rey.9.1.& is called the King of the Locuſis Rev. 
9.11. & is laid to come by the effectuall working of Sathan 2 Theß. 
2. 9. and as be is the lonne of perdition v. 3. and the Miſtery of Ini- 
quity v. 7. ſo ſhall he come to confuſion by the mouth of the Lord 
y. S. & go to perdition Rev. . 8. as the ſonne & heire ibeteof, & 
be ſhall haue the company of bis Fatther che great Drago the 
Devil and Satans, with the yonger Brother the Falle Prophet, that 
deceiued them that worſhipped him, theſe three ſhall dwell in the 
tormenting lake of Gods wrath forever and evermore Kev. ig. 
20,8 20 io. And thus wee ſee Originally from whence hee came 
and whithes he muſt go. inne! f 24 27100 | 
nts iis 121 1 The trasccelgſaſticall State, 

A Second diſproportiot isꝭ buuweene' the rrue power and the 
falſe. The true power which Chrift our King hab received of bis 
= B 2 Father 


I2.. 2 | 

Father Math; 28.18. and hath comunicared to his Saints 1 Cor. 5. 
4. 12. and Pſal. ug. and to them onely; This is that Dominion that 
the Antient of dayes hath gruen to his duint Dan, 77. 14; compared 
with ver 22 25 and with Revel. 5.10. & being Ft hee will recover 
it againe vnro them as Darrell —.— & in the New T ettament 
is given to every Pattieuler viſible Church'or Aſfembly of Saints 
Math,18.17.19-20, and'r (dr. 5.rt, Itrwhich point of Power, we 
are to note two things, Fuſt the Subj: & or place where it deth 
recide, that is inthe Body or Aſſembly of the Saints, as the former 
ſeriptures largely declare. Secomdly, ihat they were nor forced nor 
compelled to ſubmitt to theis power, but as the loue of God ſhed 
abroade in their hearts, & the Doctrine of the Apoſties by the po- 
er of the ſpirit cauſed them freely and willingly to ſubmit them. 
ſelves unto it A, 2.41, for Chrift and his Apoſtles never u ſed 
ary means to bring his ſaints intohis & ngdome. 

The Falſe Eecitfiafticall tate. 

Sde in Like manner the Drag on thar Ola 8. ent Rev. 12. 
gave to his ſon of perdition the Beaſt, his power & thtone & great 
authority Rev. 13. 2. And this man ot ſiane hath conveyed to all his 
Cergie his power; by vet tue a herof they are all tulers & men o au 
thority in all nariutis where he hath eſtabliſhed them, as is declared 
Rev. 9g Chapter & 16 Firſt Verſe:swherit is ſaid, hey tate Crowney 
upon their heads like gold, that is countet fit power and aurfioritle, 
& by vercue of this power pollitique; are made one intire body po. 
tirique, under one head & King ſoe called verſ. i t. and are diſtinct 
from the Layety, living in & by the practiſe of ihis power, wir re- 
ference to t hat Head, thouꝑb they bee never foe fatre Uilperced ot 
remote from himʒtlis ber ing oblerved, tle diſproportien will ap. 
peare in theſe two particulers. | 

Firft,the ſubje& place where ti iq power 4orb recide, it beeing in 
the body of the Clergy, the Layery being excluded though never ſo 
=> ot great in place, as Judges Iuſtices, Lords & Knights & e, they 
refuſing it as a matter not belonging to thèm, but tothe Cry. 

Secondly, thispowex cumpelle xll in allparions,'will they nill tbey 
to come under this Goyerament,and to obey his power and autho- 
tity Rey. 13, 8.46. where it is ſaidi e made all. great and (mall, 2 
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and poore, free and bond, to ſubmit tohim;elſe they 11 ould not — 
nor {ell nor live ver. iy. and ch 11 

The true Ecclifaſticall Stare: 

A Third diſprop tion ſhall app a e in this, Every Kingdome or 
pollicique ſtate Whether C vill or Eccleſiaſticall, hath the ir ſeverall 
bookes and Charrers: where in is et ayned the Platforme ofithere 
ſeverall governments, ſoe every Chureb is knowne by its one ar- 
ticles, Canons, and Conftitutions, fo that they that wi know what 
Church, Miniſtery and worfhip Chriſt and his Apoſtles bath plante d 
in the new Feſt. ment at er the: Curt monial was 'atolifhed , chey 
muſt read the Act the Ape Hes wirh rhe Epiſtles 485, 6. 4. 
I. Crud 4 $7 Reveloz 2 10, 19. Fea the while new Fe ſte wen”, and 
there they te trade Jeſus Chrift our Lord ard King, bis Bookes 
of Carnons, Artieles and Ordination, to guide and dirt & the Chur - 
ches of the taints in his King me yntothe ent} of the world, 

: © © The Falfe tecliſaſticall Stats 

Alſo inthe, Falle State, they that would know what goverment , 
Chnrch,Miniſtery, and worſhip, the man of ſinne batb eſtabliſhed, 
he muſt viewe his Plarforme cootayned. in bis Booke of Cannods, 
Articles, aud Ordintion ef che Prieits & Deacons; his. B kes of ho 
milies and Comanon ray eg, for ip therm ĩs cuntaynedh e inftl- 
tytions,Lawes and ordinances that be hathi e ſtabliſhed, but bow coh 
trary to the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſſementz they 0 
are Spirituall in p itt doe know, and hom obedience to ibem is infor 
ced and divine Lawes omitted and laid aſide, ti e poore laints dog 
bihde, and f le to ihęrę ſmart, 4 

ue true Ecelefraſticnll State 

A Fourth Difproparcion, . Tkis State makes pot Nati onall nor 
Provincial\ pollit; que Bodies, but only particuler Congregations or 

fſembliesof Saints. as in Zadea one Nation ;. yet divers Churobey 
Gal.1.22, Soe Galaligone, nation yet many Churches, yer. 3, lite: 
wile Ae bach ſeaven feuer Churches ner 163.4 a9 where here 

as bur one the HuligboRt ſpeakes inthe ſinguler vamber, as the 

burch at Rome, another at Corinth, another at Calloſſia, another 
atTheſaloniea, and the like. | 

Secondly,the Congregations of our Lord Chrift come freely and 
willingly 


x 
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Wrli ply as ſo many living ſtones 1 Pet. 2, 4. 5. volluntarily y :itiog 
themfelues together, whereby they become A Spiritual howſe ard 
a Royall Prieſthood ver. 9. and are hereby capable of performing the 
publique worſhip of the New Teſfament, wherein they are to cffer 
as Living ſacrifices their Soles and Bodies Rom. 12. 1. and by faith to 
haue Communion withtheir Mediator Heb, 12.24. as be hath pro- 
miſed to all ſuch aſſemblies gathered in his name and prwet Rev. 
at. 3. Math. 18 19. 20. which is the forme and beeing of this their 
vilible and pollitique vnion & communion Ep. 2. 20. 2 . 22. Coll. 
2. 19. Tbirdly, the v. lible Churches of Chriſt are independent 
Bodies, there is Equallity or spparity amongſt them: that is, they 
are all alikein Iuriſdiction & authority, ibey are all Golden Candle- 
ſtickes Key. 1. a0. they are every one uf them a leruſalem compact 
together within it ſelfe Fſal. 122. 3. compared with Heb, 1 3. 22. 
hauing each of them whole Chriſt for their mediatonr, that is, Prieſt, 
Prophet, and King , and thereby enjoy all his power and all 
his promiſes, and all his Lawes and-ordioances,with all bis liber- 
tes n , ccc 

Fourthly and Laſtly; in the vſe of their liberty which they en- 
joy from and vnder Chriſt their Head, and dwels in the whole bo- 
dy, in the vſe whereof they are inabled to exclude ſinne and ſinners 
and ougt that offends God or them, 1. Cor. 5. 13. 2 Theſ 3. 14 Acl. 

and to eſtabliſh among them ſuch Officers, Ordinances, and Ad- 

miſtrations as their Lord & King bath given them for their com- 
fort and profit, by this power they can examine and try Falſe tea- 
chers Rev. 2.2. they can reproue and admoniſh proud ones and ex- 
bort the negligent Cell, 4.17, thus their power and liberty from 
Chrift their head, becomes a great benefit and a great good to the 
w hole body, in theſe and ivers others perticulers of great weight, 
" * he Falſe Eccleſiaſtical State. | 

But this Falſe State brings ten Kingdomes Into one pollitique 
body Rev. 17. 12. 13. 5 & bath ſet heads over natii ns to bring them 
into politique bodies Eccleſiaſticall is for example, England is gne 
pollitique botly Ectlefizfticaly,' {as well us Civil)rader one 4:6. 
Ziſhop of [ahterbary, und Popt of Lambeth, and by the ſine wes and 
bonds of his Eccleſiaſticall power the wholghand as one body is 
3 we | koite 
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k nitt and bound to that Eccleſiafticall Head, by vertue of that Ro . 
miſh authority that hee ſucceſſi rely doth exerciſe, and hath recei · 
ved from Auſtin the Monks, who conſecrated, authorized & leut 
into this Land to eſtabliſh this power according to Pope Gregorius 
his will wiſdome and power. 

Farther, this Falle State hath left noe liberty nor power to any 
perſon good or bad Kev. 13. 7, 8. but compels and forces all in the 
name and power of Aatichriſts ſuoceſſouts, will chey nill they, haue 
they faith or u conſeience or no conſcieace, this beaſt will be ſer- 
ved and obeyed of all ſtates degrees and conditions, of all people 
in the world ver. 15. 16. 17. ſoe that there is noe Eccleſiaſticall body 
of his making whether ir be the great C atholique Babylon, Renel, 
16.19. or Nationali,or Pcovinciall; or Perrochlall bodies, but this 

eaſt firſt made or framed them, and ſtill by the force of the ſame 
authority doth compell them to aſſemble and wotſhip in bis name 
and power, which power is the tome and being of their viſible & 
pollitique ynion and Communion. 

Againe the viſible Churches which are in the Kingdome of the 
Beaſt, are neither independent not free bodies, eherefore the great 
Cirty is called by the Holy ghoſt;Sogome & Egypt: for her filthy nes 


& bondage Rev. f t. 8. ſo that there hath not in Europe one parriſh 


beene found free from ſpirituali Egyptian bondage inflicted upon 
them by ſome taſke Maſter of the Clergy,as the Perſon and Church 
Wardens,who force and drive(by ſpirituall tyranny ouer the conſci- 
ences of men) to their falſely ſo called ſpirituall Courts, to whom 
tney are in bondage, and vpon whom they do eſſencially depend, & 
ſo are not independent, neither haue they any power, or liberty to 
rocure truth or abandon Etrour in their publicke worſhip, 

And Laſtly, theſe poore Captiuated (laviſh aſſemblies haue noe 
liberty or payer of Chriſtamong them, but a great wer ouer 
them that keepes them in a ſpirituall bondage, and there aſſemblies 
conſiſts of ſinners of all ſorts, fur they haue oe power of reproving 
or excluding ſinne or ſinners, they muſt take ſuch officers as the Bl- 
ſhops ſends them be they never {oe bad;and they haue noe power to 
exclude or refuſe them, and if they prque gat they haue no power 
ta xeepe them neyther, canne they keepe themſelyes there, except 
they ſubmit to, and practile fuch ordinauces, Lawes & adminiſtta- 

tion, 


16 | 
tions as are the inventions of men and will worſhip, an ſo breake 


the ſecond commande ment. ſo that they haue no power to do them 
ſelves any ſpirituall good, or to exclude fromthemlelyes any ſpiri- 


tuall evill or hurt, hut being injoynet by-therefpiritua)l talke. maſ- 
ters to aſſemble to Cnurch, they goe, - and when they preſcnt them 
to their Courts, they runne, & being commanded to do this or that 
in there pablick vorſhip. they doe it, thuęh tt bee contrary te God 


and there own tonſcienc -s lu theſe ard divers other particulers this 


power, that is ouer them is to their exceding great hurt & damage. 
The true E ccleſiaſticall Stare. | 

The Fift Diſproportion ly .s ia tacir Officers or minifters, which 
we are to obſet ve thus. 4 
irſt in there number, Chrift Ieſus our Lord and & ing hath in- 
ſtituted and ordayned onely tive; which are ſpecified Nm. 12.7. J. 
Phil, 1. 1, Tim. 5, for though our Lord hath ordained in, bis 


Church for the Foundation thereof; himſelfe being the C he iſe cor- 


ner ſtone, Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangelſſts, yet not ſucceſſivelie 


continued; but theſe Five onelie are to contibue to. the End of 
the World. SR We PS OR AG 


Secondly,theſe Officers and finifters of leſus beit, haue not 
onely there authoriry from the particuler congrepatian,bur do ori- 


_ginally and naturally ariſe oat of the lame A 11.23, 6, and 6. 33& 


14.23. Note that in the ne I. 74. luton the 10 Election is left gut of 
the 23. verſe. For before there he'any Officers in the Cburch the e is 


inſtituted by the Holy Ghoſt divine offices tua ſtions or odminittra 


tions as voyd and empty roomes Pla. 122.5 Rev. 4. 4, & cha. 20. 4 


for the ſaiots which dwell in that Citty of God to ſupply with fit & 


able perſons, to per forme thole leverall adminiftrations, which God 


_bachordayned and commanded them, and for the authorifing of 


their Officers, they haue Chr iſt walking a mongRt them as in one of 


his golden Candlefticks , holding them in the right hand of hit 


Kingly authority, Rev. i. 1 6. by thele divine deputies he rules them 
as King, teacheth them as a Prophet, and feedes them as a Prieſt 
with his moſt ſacred bodv and bloud./ 


The falſe E cclefafticall State. 


But the officers of this talle ſtate are che whole body of the Nel. 
| £ almo 
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almoſt innumerable if we ſhould reckon theit ſeveral! orders & 
tdiſtinction of degres, as Pape, Cardinals, Pa triarchs, Primates, Me 
trapolitans, As ch. bi ſbopi, Lord biſhops, Deanes, (hancellars, Dicar- 
Generals, Piebends, Asch. deucont, Subdeacons, Doctors, of the Ci- 
vill Lum, Doctors of Divinity, P, otors , Regiſters, ¶ unn ons, Petiy- 
Cannoas, Chauters, Pieifts, Jeſuits, Par ſb. Preifts, Parfons, Vicars, 
Curats, Deacons, Veſt: em , Church Wardens, Smorne men-, Sidi men, 
Pa iſb. Clarkes. Se tons, Purfinants, Summin ours, A»pariters, with a- 
multitude more which would tire a man to reckon them al up their 
being. well nie ſixſcore in all of this rabble, and as Ieſus Chriſt & bis 
Apoſtles never knew them nor approvedly ſpoke of them, but ra- 
ther gave warning to the Saints that they thould take beede of 
ſuch, for luch were to come 2 Pet. 2. 1. Mat. 24. 24. and the Saints 
haue wofull experience that the y are come: for they haue been pla- 
gued with them this thouſand y eares & moro, Vet the time approch 
eth and is neere when they ſhall bet conſumed with tbe Breath 
of his mouth and brightnefle of his comming 2 Tbeff. 2. S, that rides 
vp on the white Horſe Rev. 19. 11,12, 1j, for their Kingdome is momen- 


tary, and his is Everlaſting , 


Like wiſe theſe offices riſe not out of the particuler aſſemblies, nei- 
ther haue the aſſemblies any offices or functions, properly in them 
nor any power or authority to produce or raife officers out of them 
ſel ves, for the Clergy are a perticuler body diſtinct from the Laye- 
ty bauing their conſecratiuns, Offices and authority from and a- 
mougſt themſelves, aud foe ſent by their Eccleſiaſticall Heads, and 
bring their Ofhce and authority with them, as maxters not belong - 
ing to the aſſemblyes, and ſo by vertus of that Ecclefiaftical power 
rule ouer them as Lotds and teacheth them as that power allowes, 
and commands them, vſurpedly adminiſtreth ſpirituall foode vnto 
them, and foe by Imitation beguileth the ſimple and affronts the 
Adminiſtration of the mediatourſhip of Chriftleſus , 

. wat Ihe true EcclefiaRticall tate. 21 

A Sixt Diſproportion is the difference betweeue there Lawes 
and Adminiſtrations, as euer Citty and Corporation haue there 

Liwes amongſt tbemlelues by vertue of their Charters from their 
King, Eren ſoe bath every v E Church from Chriſt there m— 
4 bn y 
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by vertue of their Charter, which is the New Teflament, in 
hoſſeſſion amongſt themſelves all Lawes & ordinances as Chriſt by 
his Apoſtles Mat.. 28. 20. bath committed to thew, Charging them 
vnder acurſe to keep from adding or diminiſhipg to or from tlie ſe 
divine Lawes d. i · a. 2. 1 Cor. 11.3. 2 Theſ. 2. 1 Rev. 32.12.19, 

Sccandly, as the difference is great in the number of there Offi 
cers, the true being few & the Falſe being innumerable, ſo of nece- 
ſity muſt the difference be in the lawes and adminiſtrat ions agree. 
able to the number of Officers; which particulers I muſt omitt as 
a matter to large for this place, yet note this by the way: that one of 
the firſt laws in Cbriſts Church is the ordinance of Prophecie 1 Cor, 
14. i. to the end of the chap. that is, that it is not only the liberty, but 
the duty of every man in the Church that is able to teac h & preach 
to the edify ing of the body, ſo to do provided he keep the propo ti. 
on of fayth;chat is the boundes of his owne knowledge Rom. 12.6, 


The Falſe EcelefpaFticall State. 


But as hath beene formetly ſaid the falle Cuurch hath no power 
nor Charter nor office, for all thele things are locked up within the 
body of the Clergie , ſoe is it as true that they are diſtitute of all 
lawes or adminiftrations, among ft themſelves, fo that all they haue 
at any time is brought to them 57 theſe Crowned Stinging meſ. 
ſengers of that authority,as Common ſence and reaſon proverh: hat 
the Clergie being apollitique and diſtinct body of themſelves from 
the Layety;bauing all power and authority Eccleſiaſticall in them- 
ſelues, muſt of neceſſity haue all lawes ordinances and adminiftrati- 
ons in themſelves, Whether they bee divine, (which they haue by 
wer bumane, by their own luv ntid, they only pole ſſe them 
and haue power to vſe them not fearipg adding, or Þraiop, the 
Lay congregations being altogerhe t paſſiye herein til their Injun- 
tion make them active. 1 N 

Soe the lawes and orf inances of this ſtate being innumerableſ(as 
their officers are) muſt omit\fwr\to name them „ as their ſeverall 
falſe holy thing: Kneeliggin the & of receining, Sigteing with, 
the Croſſe in Baptiſme, Churching of women, Reding Prayers, 


wich the Conſecrating of Dayes, Times, Places, Perſons, Gar- 
ments, with tbeir Auoynting of the Sicke. and PR of 
2 ON» 
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conſecratior, with vther inrvererable inventicns, not worthy a- 
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place in Chriſtians-rhovghis, ovely note the oppefition of their law 
»gainſt the law of Chrift, in vebement probibiting and — 44 
barring-all'( Lay men as they call them) from preaching,tbat let 


. Chriſt giue never ſoe great abilities or guifis to lay men: they are 
never ſaffered to make any publique vie of them, but ĩt is horrible 


prophant ſſe and facrelegious pre umption foe to doe, and this pro- 
hibition of the Clecgie is and hath been ſa vnuerſall: that it reacberh 
to the toure Corners of the earth, and with holdeth this ſpirituall 
winde of Chrift Jeſus in the mouth of his Saints that it hall not 
blow upon them that are in the earth Ren cl.7- 


Fhetrue E cclefiatticall Srare 


' A Sevevth Diſproportiõ is betwixi their ſubje &s or members, the 
ſubjects or mem bers of Chriſts Kingdom eo Church muſt, be be leey- 
ing Diſciples, they muſt bee Saints by Calling & fanctified in Chr iſt 
Jeſus 1 Cor. 1. a. they muſtbe liuing tunes to build his houſe withall 
1 Pet . 5. ſuch as theſe and theſe onely are enjoy ned to obſerves 
whatſoever he commands them, to theſe only is his Xingdome and 
domĩniõ given, theſe be they ihat are crowned as Kings, anoynied as 
Pricſts, the mediatour himlelte being theirs, & he bath committed 
the adminiſtti iun of his mediatorſhip in his Church to them, Bur to 
the Wicked faith Gd, what haſt thou to do with theſe things, Pſa 30. 16. 
Thou haſt not 4 wedding gu ment therefore binde hum hand & foote & 
caſt him out as leaven dangerous to burt the body 1 Cor. 5 7. For without 
ſhall be & dogges inchanters and thoſe that laue & make yes Rev, 22. 15. 
But within there ſÞ-ll be xoe vrcleane thing. Revel. 21.27. 


5 The Falſe Eccleſiaſtical State. | 
But the Subjects of ibis toule huuy are all vucleane and hatefull 
birds, Revel. x8, 2, the Cage that holds them being tbe Ecck ſiaſti- 
call tare ot Rome, is become the habitatiòs of Devils & the hold of 
every foul ſpirit, ſo that the vr fit / eſts members which they can leaſt 
indure or ſuffer amongſt hem, are the conſcious ſaintt, hey are the 
ſooneſt turned out, cut of and killed by them Revel. i 3. 1 5, but yet if 
t he ſainiszor Chrift himſelfe can by temptations or compul / ion bee 
drawn to worſhip the Devill, he will haue it of them Mat.. 4. 5. for 
he will haue all the world to worſhip him, if bigb and low, tich and 

C 2 
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Poore,bond and free, be all the world. he will compell them to bee 
ubjects or members in his black Regiment Rc vei. 13. 16.17. 
or theſe dwell and rule make & change lawes and times ia this 
their habition which is the bottemleſſe pit, as the Father Sonne e 
- holy Ghoſt do in their habitation, which is the New eraſalem. 


The rrae definition of a true viſible Church. 


1. 1 * every true viſible Church of Cbriſt, are a company of 
people called and ſeperated out of- the world, () By tbe 
word of God, Ioyned (5) Ferd. in the fellow hip of the Goſpell 
by voleatary(c)profeth n of fayth and obedienee of Cariſt (a) Levit. 
20.26. Nehe. 10, 1 8. EJeche. 44; 7.9. 1 Per. 2.9. 10. Act, 2.40, Ait, 
1 19.9. t Cor. i. t· 2 Cor. 6. 7. Revol.i . 4. (b) Acl. uu. 21. 23. Ier. 5. 4, 5. 
Wi | (c)A.2.4t. 
14 2 That every true viſible Church of Chriſt, is an independent bo- 
| dy of it lelfe Revel.i. 3. chapt. & bath power from Chrif} her head 
1 Coll. i. 18. 24. to bind & looſeʒto receive in &caſt out by the Xeys 
2 of the Kingdome M.. 18. 15. 18. PA. 136. 5.9.1 Cor.5.4.5 , 12. 
1 | . a Cor.2,7,8, i 


That Jeſus Chriſt hath by his Lat wil and Teſtament given 
vnto and ſett in his Charcb, ſufficient t dinary Officers: with theic 
quallifications Callings and worke, for the Adminiſtration of his 

| holy things, and for the ſufficient ordinary Inſtruction, Guidance 

| and ſervice of his Church tothe end of the world, Row. 12.6,7.8, 

| Ephe, 4. 11. t2. 13. Heb. 3, 2.6. 1 Tim. 3. 2. . C Chapt.5.9.10. 

| Aid. 6.3. And that all the Officers in the Church are but onely five 
1 and noe more namely Paſtor, Teacher, Elder, Dian, 
"1 | | Widdows. Rom. 12.7. 8. Ephe. 4.11, Phil. 1.1. 
| [1] 1 Tim, 3.1. & Cb. 3. Tit. 1.5.7. . 

| F. NIS 

5 NP? 
2 


— , 


7 


